The state of Tennessee played a critical role in the
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the United
States Constitution, which granted women the right to
vote in 1920. In the summer of 1920, 35 of the 36
states required had passed the amendment, and
suffragists set their sights on Nashville in hopes of
convincing the state legislature to give women the
same voting rights as men. Abby Crawford Milton, the
last president of the Tennessee Equal Suffrage
Association and the first president of the League of
Women Voters of Tennessee, was a Chattanooga
suffragist who spent the entire month of August 1920
in Nashville lobbying members of the General
Assembly to secure voting rights for women. She was
heavily involved in pro-suffrage efforts that convinced
Harry T. Burn, a member of the Tennessee House of
Representatives, to change his vote in support of
women’s suffrage, breaking a tie and ratifying the
19th amendment.
Following ratification of the 19th Amendment,
women did not rush to seek candidacy for elected
political office. They had few opportunities to gain
political experience or access to the political
machines that were dominant in many parts of the
United States. Many of the first women to gain high
office in America were “succession candidates”
appointed or elected to replace a husband or father
who died during his term and these women rarely
sought re-election. Other women, such as Rebecca
Latimer Felton of Georgia, the first woman to serve in
the United States Senate, were appointed specifically

to avoid appointing more ambitious male candidates.
AfterWorld War II, during which many women gained
financial autonomy for the first time by going to work
in support of the war effort, more women began
organizing and campaigning on behalf of male
candidates. In fact, Chattanoogan and United States
Senator Estes Kefauver credited women organizers
and voters for securing his election in 1949.
In 1974, Mort Lloyd of Chattanooga sought election
to the United States House of Representatives in
Tennessee’s 3rd Congressional District and won the
primary for the Democratic Party. Tragically, a few
days after his primary victory, he was killed in a plane
crash. The Democratic Party replaced Mort with his
wife, Marilyn Lloyd. She won the general election,
defeating the Republican incumbent, LaMar Baker, in
1975. Congresswoman Lloyd is the first woman from
Tennessee to serve an entire term in Congress and the
first to seek re-election. Lloyd went on to win her
district’s vote nine times and retired from the House
in 1995 having never lost an election.
Congresswoman Lloyd served on the House of
Representatives Science Committee which provided
oversight and funding of nuclear facilities in Oak
Ridge, TN.
During Marilyn Lloyd’s years of service from 1975 to
1995, the United States House of Representatives was
dominated by men. The percentage of women in the
house only rose above 10% for the first time in history
during Lloyd’s final term in 1993.

